








By Bernadette M. Kappen, PhDDirector’s Message

Special Educators Visit OSB’s  
Deafblindness Program

Welcome back, everyone, and  
to new staff, a special welcome  
to Overbrook.

You have much to look forward 
to—the pleasure of working on a 
beautiful campus that is “wired” in 
the best technological sense, help-
ing to prepare students to meet their 
goals and in many cases to exceed 

society’s expectations, growing pro-
fessionally, enjoying the camaraderie 
of colleagues, and communicating 
and collaborating with parents.

Overbrook is a wonderful school, 
a warm and nurturing environment, 
a community of like minded people 
who come together year after year on 
behalf of the students.

The school’s mission statement is 
clearly stated and admirably focused 
on preparing our students “to have 
the greatest opportunity to experi-
ence active and fulfilling lives.” The 
vision statement aspires to “provid-
ing leadership as a local, national, 
and international resource” to help 

individuals with visual impairments 
and other challenges “to achieve 
their highest potential.”

Members of the Board of Man-
agers, education and support staff, 
students, families, alumni, and 
friends—are the OSB community. 
By their actions, they breathe life 
into the vision and mission, making 
the ideal a reality.

The school is in good hands—as  
it was before I was the Director, as it 
is now, and as it will be in the future. 
I know that the OSB community will 
continue to take good care of the 
school and the children it serves.

Educators from across the country and over-
seas recently came to our campus to observe our 
program and teaching methods for students who 
are deafblind. (Overbrook students who are deaf-
blind study side-by-side with their age appropri-
ate peers within our five education programs.)

Dr. Roseanna Davidson and Dr. Effie  
Laman of Texas Tech University specialize in 
the education of children with deafblindness. 
With permission of the students’ parents, Dr. 
Davidson and Dr. Laman spent 10 days visiting 
OSB students in their classrooms. Field-testing 
a tool they developed to provide a functional 
hearing evaluation, Drs. Davidson and Laman 
observed how the students responded to sounds 
within the environment.

They confirmed, through 20 completed Func-
tional Hearing Inventories, our teachers’ experi-
ence: The students with deafblindness respond 
best when their name is spoken before giving 
any other oral, signed, or tactual information— 
a simple technique, yet an essential one.  
Our staff were also able to talk with both  
Dr. Davidson and Dr. Laman to get specific  
feedback about each student.

While our visitors from Texas Tech were still 
here, Dr. Amy McKenzie from Florida State 
arrived. She came to observe the students and 
review their records with an eye toward how we 
address literacy for students who are deafblind. 
Observing a class in the Middle School Program, 
she was excited to see the various techniques 
employed by the classroom staff and impressed 
that a program was specifically designed for 
each student. From print on different colored 

backgrounds to motivate one student, to braille 
for another student, and to tactile books that use  
objects to represent the content, each student 
spent a significant amount of time engaged in  
activities of literacy. Dr. McKenzie’s favorite 
part was that the girls also had a specific literacy 
corner in the room where they could hang out 
and interact with each other while the teacher 
guided them through a reading lesson. 

The professors from Texas Tech and Florida 
State agreed that they would like to show their 
graduate students what is happening in the OSB 
classrooms so that the students could see the 
teaching strategies they are studying successfully 
and appropriately implemented in the classroom.

A group of six professionals in the field of 
deafblindness from Sweden, interested in how 
schools in the United States provide services, 
were particularly interested in Overbrook  
because of our school’s reputation. In addition  
to touring the campus and observing our students 
in all of the on-campus educational programs, 
the visitors met with several staff to talk about 
transition planning, work experience, advocacy 
and development. 

Our visitors were greatly impressed with what 
they saw and the willingness of staff to share 
their time and to discuss their thoughts about the 
education of students with deafblindness. In  
a note thanking Dr. Kappen for giving them  
the opportunity to visit the school, they paid 
everyone associated with Overbrook the highest 
compliment: If they had children who were deaf-
blind, these Swedish visitors would be happy if 
their children could go to Overbrook. 

feelings with other parents.
Other comments included being “very pleased” with the staff’s taking 

care of the children while parents were in workshop sessions and this: 
“Everyone was so very kind, thoughtful and knowledgeable! Thank  
you for welcoming our children into your classrooms for this workshop.  
We have learned so much from staff and other families. We don’t feel  
so isolated anymore. Thank you!”

The EIO (Early Intervention Outreach, formerly known as TEAMS) 
Summer Workshop was first offered by Overbrook in 1954 and has run 
continuously since then.

continued from page 1

Having fun!

EIO Summer Workshop
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OVERBROOK SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 
School Calendar 2007 - 2008

October

Fri., 10/5	 Parents’ Day - PTA Meeting. Long 
weekend begins at end of school day

Mon., 10/8	 COLUMBUS DAY - no school for 
students & Instructional Staff

Tues., 10/9	 All students return. Classes resume at 
8:15 a.m.

November

Thurs., 11/1	 Long weekend begins at end of school 
day

Fri., 11/2	 PROFESSIONAL ENRICHMENT DAY -  
No school for students

Mon., 11/5	 All students return. Classes resume at 
9:00 a.m.

Fri., 11/9	 End of First Quarter Grading Period

Wed., 11/21	 Long weekend begins at end of school 
day

Thurs., 11/22	 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY - School 
Closed

Fri., 11/23	 School closed

Mon., 11/26	 All students return. Classes resume at 
9:00 a.m.

December

Thurs., 12/13	 Holiday Concert - 8:00 p.m.  Public 
Invited

Fri., 12/21	 WINTER VACATION begins at the end 
of school day

January 2008

Wed., 1/2	 All students return. Classes resume at 
8:15 a.m.

Fri., 1/18	 Long weekend begins at end of school 
day

the details of the trip, reported the following:
“I thought about how blind kids experience the 

zoo. Often the animals are relatively far away and 
so even kids with some vision may not be able to 
see them.... We started at the zoo’s big fountain 
where they could feel the cool spray on their faces, 
dip their hands in, and hear the splashing water.... 
We stopped at the giant tortoise exhibit to feel the 
tortoise shell and at the elephant exhibit to touch [the education models] of 
an elephant tooth. We used our noses to smell the elephants as we learned 
that elephants are bigger than the van that took the kids to the zoo....

“At the Children’s Zoo... we touched live 
animals... and learned that birds have feathers 
and mammals have fur. Then we fed the ducks, 
brushed the goats, and sunk our fingers into the 
sheep’s thick wool.”

Certainly, a special outing as well as an adven-
ture that reflects the spirit and substance of both 
the ESY summer camp and Camp Kan Du:  
Students having fun while learning.

The Serious Fun of  OSB’s Summer Camps
continued from page 1

November 1st and 2nd, 2007
At Overbrook School for the Blind
6333 Malvern Avenue
Philadelphia, PA

Keynote Speakers
November 1st at 3:30 pm, Dr. Kay Ferrell, Professor, Uni-

versity of Northern Colorado and Associate Director of Policy 
Research for the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)

November 2nd, Lunchtime speaker, Donald McCoy, Program 
Manager / Engineer, IBM

For further information, please contact Kathe Archibald at 
215-877-0313, ext 264, or karchibald@obs.org; or go to our 
website www.obs.org.

Technology for the 21st Century
Overbrook School for the Blind’s  
175th Anniversary
Technology Seminar  

Early Childhood – Thea Suchodolski - teacher 
- comes to us from HMS school - She has her 
undergraduate degree from Connecticut Col-
lege and masters from Chestnut Hill College.

Elementary – Kelly Cassidy -teacher- is a 
graduate of La Salle University.

Middle School – Jessica Hasty - teacher - is 
a graduate of Texas A &M University and has 
taught in Louisiana & Texas in the Teach for 
America Program. Jack Reuben - teacher - is a 
graduate of CCNY and is completing masters 
studies at Cabrini College and PCO.

High School – Christina Evans - Librarian - 
is a graduate of the College of Wooster and 
Drexel University - She is a member of the 
Pennsylvania School Librarians Association 
and comes to us from Devereux.

Therapy Services – Joy Boyer - O&M Spe-
cialist - returns to us from Charlotte, NC - Joy 
is a graduate of Muhlenberg College and PCO. 
Virginia “Ginny” Schwartz - Speech Therapist - 
Ginny is a graduate of West Chester University 
and comes to us from Elwyn.

Health Services – Katherine Gliem, RN - 
comes to us from Elwyn - she is a graduate 

of Roxborough Hospital School of Nursing. 
Joann Hawkins, RN - is a graduate of Wid-
ener University - Among her experiences are 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and Upper 
Darby School District.

Security – Patricia Gooding has joined Secu-
rity and works various shifts.

In addition, best wishes to returning educa-
tion staff who are transferring or who have 
been promoted

Transfers – Connie Parks Ackley - Teacher 
Aide - Early Childhood from Sub Pool.  
Mariann Mullin - Teacher Aide - High School 
from Sub Pool. Andrea Wysinger - Teacher 
Aide - High School from Sub Pool. Harry 
Foster - Teacher - High School from Early 
Childhood. Julia DeFruscio - Teacher -  
Early Childhood from Middle School.  
Nichole Hartzell - Teacher - School to Work 
from High School.

Promotions – Gwen Hoffmaster is now the 
Lead Teacher in the Elementary Program.  
Lisa Lisicki is now the Lead Teacher in the 
Early Childhood Program

From all of  us, to all of  you... Welcome OSB Staff !


