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Mission Statement

The mission of Overbrook School for the Blind is to develop and deliver education that enhances the options available for persons with visual impairments and other challenges so that they have the greatest opportunity to experience active and fulfilling lives.

Vision Statement
The vision of Overbrook School for the Blind is to be a dynamic and responsive educational organization, providing leadership as a local, national, and international resource, inspiring individuals with visual impairments and other challenges to achieve their highest potential.
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A Joyful Noise
The applause was thunderous and the standing ovation spontaneous. The joyful noise—actually tuneful, harmonious, and happy musical sounds—was matched by the student performers’ smiling exuberance.

This year’s Holiday Concert, renamed Holiday Musicale by Chris Sapienza, the OSB Music Director, was a group collaboration among students, Jim Palmer (long time Director of the Bell Choir), many staff members, administrators, and Mr. Sapienza (the newest member of the team).

Among the highlights of the evening was “Holiday Lights,” lyrics by student Donal Buie, music by Mr. Sapienza, sung by Donal, Kassandra Hernandez, and Seth Johnson; and “Miracle,” lyrics by student Maurice Weeks and Mr. Sapienza, music by Mr. Sapienza, featuring Ebony Sapp as soloist and Maurice on piano.

Other composers and lyricists represented on the program included Barry Manilow, the Broadway composer Jerry Herman, Tchaikovsky, and the 19th century poet Christina Rossetti.

The Musicale opened with the full company singing “We Need a Little Christmas,” followed by the Bell Choir performing “How Great Our Joy,” “Jingle Bells,” and “Nutcracker Sweets.”The Mixed Ensemble did “Jingle Bell Jammin’,” “Dormi Dormi” (an Italian Carol), and “’Twas the Night After Christmas” (a humorous take on the well known story). The Choir performed “Big Band Santa.” Franklin Nichols, Sierra Cheatham, and Siani Hinson were featured in the Excerpts from “The Polar Express” number. Jill Novak was the “In the Bleak Winter” soloist. Desiree Oudinot and Seth Johnson sang “Because It’s Christmas.”

Students presented spoken transitions between musical entertainments with such titles as “What the Holidays Mean,” “Kwanzaa Story,” “Favorite Memory,” and “Family Time.”

The audience joined the performers in singing a holiday medley and capped the evening with the OSB traditional spirited rendering of “Silent Night.”

Excerpt from “Holiday Lights,” lyrics by Donal Buie
The ornaments hang

Low and high all over our Christmas tree.

Beautiful for those with eyes,

But delicate for those who cannot see.

. . .

The light

It flickers inside my mind

Leading me to family, friends, security.

I can see the light.

Director’s Message

By Gerald Kitzhoffer

Chanukah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, and before that Halloween and Thanksgiving . . . The holiday season at Overbrook is an amazing time, filled with joy, celebration, and reflection. But what is even more amazing and wonderful is that in the midst of the celebrations (some of which are characterized in this issue of Towers) the work of the school continues uninterrupted. In fact, the children’s education is incorporated into the activities, continuing and expanding one of the things that we do best—providing the opportunity for students to experience active and fulfilling lives, challenging them, in a safe and supportive environment, to achieve their highest potential.

Now, at the beginning of the new year, even in an economy that is problematic, we have much to look forward to. The construction of the state-of-the-art, ecologically sound Aquatic Center continues to surge ahead, and we are already planning to celebrate the official opening before the end of the current school year. Education staff—teachers, teacher aides, and coordinators—continue their individual professional development through formal course work, participation in on-campus, semi-annual Professional Development Days, friendly and lively exchanges of information amongst themselves, and participation in professional conferences both as presenters and attendees.

In the next few months, from now through June, there will be special in-class activities and field trips across the curriculum, students will continue to learn braille, work on life skills, utilize computer access programs to complete academic assignments, and communicate with adaptive equipment. They will study, sing, paint, compete athletically, dance, go on trips, and have the opportunity to do all the things that their sighted peers do.

And we—Overbrook education and support staffs, administrators, members of the Board of Managers—along with their families and friends will continue to work tirelessly, diligently, and happily on behalf of the students that we serve.

Happy New Year!

Conversations with . . .

Sean Waters

Asking around campus, talking to Sean Waters’ OSB friends and colleagues, one hears the following: “A really good guy . . . He’d do anything for you, and especially for the students . . . He’s always there when needed, eager and happy to help . . . Loves working with the kids . . . Understanding, quiet, good natured . . .”

A Philadelphia native, Mr. Waters has worked as Teacher Aide at OSB since April 2002. After starting as a “floater,” filling in wherever needed, he has been an important part of the School to Work Program for the last three years.

Mr. Waters’ diverse talents and serious work ethic make him a natural for the many duties he performs.  “Right now,” he says, “I’m doing everything I want to do, enjoying working with the students in lots of different ways.”

Each morning from 6:00 to 8:00, he works in the Friedlander dormitory helping a student named Joey to get ready for the day and ensuring that Joey gets to class safely and on time.  Some evenings, after a sporting event, Mr. Waters drives student athletes home in an OSB van. During any given day, he might be a student’s job coach at an off campus work site, a guide and mentor to students on field trips, and a cook, organizer, and role model for the students working in 

Cody’s Café.

Cody’s Café, part of the Work Experience Program, is an on-campus facility where students have the opportunity to earn money while providing a service. Open three days a week, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m., it is similar to a neighborhood luncheonette. Students meet and greet each other as well as staff, prepare food to take out and to eat in the café, do clean up, and handle the money for each purchase.

A staff member who, in the course of his duties, has had the opportunity to observe Mr. Waters working in the café says, “Sean really shines there.  You can tell that he’s having a good time. He enjoys the students and his people skills really come into play as he helps them to do their best interacting with customers and getting their jobs done.”

Mr. Waters, with typical modesty and his trademark quiet smile, simply says: “I show the students things in life that they’ll need to do. They respond positively and I feel good doing it.”

Linda Bucher

“Every day is different,” Linda Bucher says about her work as Lead Teacher in the Middle School and School to Work programs. “It’s really all about problem solving, thinking out of the box, and serving as a resource for both students and education staff.”

Both energetic and modest, Ms. Bucher hesitates to speak about her accomplishments, and when pressed for details she talks more about what others do and how she helps them to get things done.

Although admittedly “not a technology wizard,” Ms. Bucher has helped teachers with computer formatting issues as well as helping them to find the right augmentative device for individual student needs.  In Middle School, she organized a drumming activity that adheres to state standards and fits into our social studies curriculum. And, with Pooh Gephart, who works at the Baldwin School and is a member of our Board of Managers, she put together a pen pal e-mailing program for 10 of our Middle School and School to Work students with 10 girls from the Baldwin School.

“We prepare students for life after Overbrook,” she says. “We help them explore career and work possibilities, enter into community settings, pursue academic subjects, and work on life skills.”

“I’ve always enjoyed working with people of all ages and abilities,” she adds. “I appreciate that even more now, being part of the two programs, having the opportunity to make a difference in a variety of ways.”

A woman of many parts, Ms. Bucher is a photographer, musician, craftsperson, artist, lover of animals, and mother. She was a classroom teacher at United Cerebral Palsy of Delaware County for seven years, worked at the Elwyn Institute in the work study program, and ran her own dress making business. She is enjoying her 21st year at Overbrook.

Ms. Bucher is Vision Certified with a Master of Education of the Visually Impaired from Pennsylvania College of Optometry (recently renamed Salus University) and Bachelor degree from Kutztown State College (now called Kutztown State University) in Elementary and Special Education.

Asked what she might like to be doing professionally five years from now, she says, “I’m very happy. Staying ten years doing what I’m doing, continuing to have the flexibility and freedom to make a contribution to the education of the students and the life of the school is the goal.”

And personally?

“Being a mom is great! Julissa, my daughter, is a gift, and that won’t change.”

Nya Terrell

Walk into Nya Terrell’s High School classroom during school hours and you see her total engagement with the students. Enter the room before school hours and see her preparing for the day, reading over her notes or lesson plans, discussing a student’s IEP with a teacher aide or therapist. Walk in on her after school and she is still working.

Asked about her obvious work ethic, Ms. Terrell answers, “OSB has been so significant in my life . . . and the work we do with the students is so important that whatever I do as a teacher here, especially combined with  taking care of my own baby at home, makes me feel happy and focused.”

At the time of the interview (late November 2008), Ms. Terrell’s daughter Asha Zamore, whose first name means Full of Life and whose middle name means Praise, was five months old. Fitting and happy names, given the joy that Ms. Terrell obviously feels, and in line with her own first name—Nya—which means Purpose.

Although this is Ms. Terrell’s first year at OSB as a Teacher, she worked here in 2001 as a substitute Teacher Aide. That was before earning a Bachelor degree in Special Education at Eastern University. She subsequently taught at the Pennsylvania School for the Deaf and World Communications Charter School.

“But I kept wanting to return here, where I first learned how rewarding working with the students can be. Overbrook is such a supportive environment. The students help each other, Teachers and Teacher Aides work together, and the Coordinators and Lead Teachers provide support, structure, and encouragement.”

Ms. Terrell teaches five students who are deafblind—Kelly Ann, Ashley, Briana, Brittany, and Megan—using a combination of speech, sign language, and tactile signing. She works closely with each student, according to individual needs and accomplishments and continues to study the videos that the former Teacher [Rachel McDonough who relocated before this school year began] prepared for her. 

“Everyone is so helpful,” she says. “Rachel left the videos to demonstrate the classroom routines she established and to make the transition as smooth as possible for the students. The input and help from the Teacher Aides, Danielle DiEgidio and Lanette Wilson, means so much. I watch them, listen to them, and learn from them. And Helene [Helene Marano, HS Principal] is very supportive and easy to work with.”

“Being here is so exciting,” she says. “I wanted a lot of experience as an educator and I wanted to come back to Overbrook, and now it’s all come together. I look forward to teaching here for a long time.”

Kelly Cassidy

Five years from now, Kelly Cassidy looks forward to continuing to grow and learn as a Teacher in the Elementary Program.  In her second year at OSB, she is a young woman of immense energy and enthusiasm, equally at home in the classroom as well as on field trips with her students to indoor and outdoor venues and in urban and rural settings.

“Every day is different,” she says, “and each student, unique. The work is demanding but very satisfying. I couldn’t do it without the Teacher Aides—Carol Byrd, Melanie Taylor, and Jill Smolczynski. And Jo [Jo Ann McNamee, Elementary Coordinator] and Gwen [Gwen Hoffmaster, Lead Teacher] are awesome in the support they provide. Very flexible and helpful. I can’t say enough good things about them.”

Ms. Cassidy has a dual Bachelor degree in Elementary Education and Special Education from LaSalle University. She was a student teacher (special education) at Widener Memorial School and a student teacher (elementary education) at Penn Valley Elementary School.  After graduation and before coming to Overbrook, she was a substitute Teacher in various Catholic schools. Now, she looks forward to earning her Master of Education of the Visually Impaired at Salus University.

Although bursting with positive energy and smiling happily, Ms. Cassidy admits to being tired when she goes home at the end of a full day. “The work and students are great,” she says. “Very demanding and very satisfying. Each student is on a different level, has different needs and abilities, his or her unique IEP (Individual Education Program).  Of my six students, some are non-verbal and using switches to communicate, all are working at computers, using adaptive and access programs as needed, some are practicing braille. They use Microsoft Word for spelling lessons and to keep daily journals as well as playing educational games. Like all children, they require and deserve close and meaningful attention.”

“That’s a big part of what makes our school special,” she adds. “In my classroom, for instance, with a staff of four—one teacher and three teacher aides—we can give the students guidance and support while challenging them to move forward  and to challenge themselves.”

Make a Splash Campaign

At press time, we raised a total of $934,109 toward the $1 million goal of the Make a Splash Campaign for the Kappen Aquatic Center. We are in reach of the goal but continue to need your help. Please contact the Development Office at 215-877-0313, ext. 264, or karchibald@obs.org for more information about making a gift.

MLIACA (picture with caption)

Members of the Main Line Italian American Civic Association and the organization’s Golf Committee present a $15,000 check to Jerry Kitzhoffer. The golf tournament was held on September 19th at the Westover Country Club in Jeffersonville, PA. This year’s proceeds will be applied toward Overbrook’s Aquatic Center. Over the past three years, the MLIACA has raised $38,000 for the Aquatic Center.

(Pictured, left to right:  back row: Kathe Archibald, Keith Petka, Tonya Baer, and Robert Baer; front row: Nick Del Pizzo (Club President), Gerald Kitzhoffer, Scott Bostick (tournament organizer), Jim Madden, Sean Madden, and Anne Madden) 

Holiday Snapshots in Words and Pictures
A Day of Giving
Stone Soup Day at Overbrook on December 18 was a busy, joyous, and giving day. School to Work Teacher Jack Reuben explains it this way:

“The story of stone soup comes from a time when people did not have much food. All that they had was a stone to start a pot of soup, but when they pooled all of their resources, they were able to make a soup that sustained them through difficult times. In the spirit of the holidays, this was a great opportunity for our community to come together to help people in need.”

Students across the curriculum brought in fresh, frozen, and canned carrots, potatoes, rice, chicken, tomatoes, chicken stock, corn, celery, onions, and peppers for the chicken vegetable rice soup that they helped to make. Student John Anderson wrote the press release, tracked class participation, and coordinated supplies, and Student Rob Miller designed a flyer, which was distributed to all the teachers. Before the end of the day, the soup was delivered through the Aid for Friends volunteer network to frail and elderly adults in the Delaware Valley.

[picture of one person standing and two people seated, working at a table; caption: Preparing the raw ingredients for the soup pot]
Dance at the Gym
At the beginning of the holiday season, students and staff enjoyed the annual tradition of dressing up in costumes and parading through the picnic area, specially decorated with corn stalks, pumpkins, and other seasonal artifacts for the occasion. As much fun as everyone had at the parade and dance that followed a few hours later, the afternoon’s disc jockey brought home the meaning and potential value of an OSB education, including the out-of-classroom experiences that are part of that education. Working independently, Student Donal Buie, who is blind, arranged and played the dance music using his BrailleNote mPower, an accessible personal digital assistant (PDA), not unlike a device that a sighted DJ might have used.

Dinner in the Dorm
Friedlander Dormitory students and staff were joined by family members, other staff, and alumni for their annual Thanksgiving Dinner. Everyone agreed that the food—prepared by the Evening and Overnight Dormitory Staff—was delicious. In addition to the fine dinner, everyone enjoyed the seasonal good cheer and camaraderie as well as the student entertainment that followed.

[two pictures: 1) three people at food table with plates in hand; caption: Eating and Socializing: front to back: HS Student Donny, Kathy Oudinot (HS Student Desiree’s mother), and Staff member Carolyn Lewis; 2) group; caption: Evening and Overnight Friedlander Dormitory Staff: l to r: Elizabeth Jacobs, Antoinette Morales, Michelle Weems, Fern Strunk, Joe Binstead, Crystal Jordan, and Residential Coordinator Floyd Hatten]

Children’s Toys
In November, 15 families from our Early Intervention Outreach Program gathered at the Target store on Castor Ave. in Philadelphia for a seminar on selecting appropriate toys for their children who are blind or visually impaired. Families were shown toys that stimulate the senses, by emitting various sounds or containing contrasting textures, for instance, and were then given the opportunity to purchase the toys through a grant awarded to Overbrook by the St. Christopher’s Foundation for Children.

The Foundation seeks to make a positive, significant impact on the community surrounding St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children, both through partnering with programs at the hospital and through support of organizations and programs serving children in the surrounding community. The families from Overbrook’s EIO Program that participated in the Target event were selected because they reside in 
North Philadelphia.

While the 15 families were shopping at Target, 10 other EIO families (a total of 17 people) were on campus gathering information, exploring types of toys, and learning about current recalls.

According to Durrae Delp-Ducret, EIO Program Director, “The staff at Target was wonderful, and the environment was warm and supportive. On campus, we had a great toy workshop. Our staff, in both locations, was high energy all day. The families were thoughtful when learning about various toys and thoughtful in picking gifts. It was a special day all around.”

[two pictures of children in Target shopping carts with their newly acquired toys]

Troops in Iraq
Renee D’Angelo’s Elementary students collected a variety of items for our troops in Iraq. They wanted to do something special for the women and men who cannot be home with their families for the holidays. Utilizing the special Post Office box that ships to Iraq for a $10 fee, no matter how heavy, the class sorted the gifts and stuffed the box before leaving campus for the Winter Break.

Food Drive
The Middle School students and staff sponsored a food drive through the first few weeks of December. Each class decorated a food collection box that remained in the room. On December 18th, staff members Jen Larkin and Juanita Bowie and students Jon Goodson, Shawnae Wilson, Joey Walsh, David Walsh, and Michael Ea delivered four big boxes of canned and boxed food to PhilAbundance. Jen Larkin and Pam Kuzmicki coordinated the effort.

Cultural Awareness
Starting the night of the Holiday Musicale and lasting through the holiday season, three festive tables—in addition to the usual seasonal trees—have brightened our Main Building’s Rotunda. Representing Chanukah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa, the tables held displays of tasty food and colorful artifacts associated with each tradition. Taken together as cultural representations of the three traditions that converged in December, the tables suggest an awareness and embracing of cultural diversity.

Holidays Around the World

Celebrating Kwanzaa, Christmas, and Chanukah as they might be experienced in various parts of the world, the Early Childhood Program treated a large and appreciative audience to a Polar Express ride in search of the magic of the season. The pictures tell the story of happy children and an engaged staff finding the joy and diversity of that magic.

[three pictures: 1) students and staff on stage playing with oversized dreidls; 2) Santa Claus; 3) students and staff on stage playing drums and dancing]

In The Classroom

The presidential election and health issues are just two topics that enriched recent class activity and discussion.

High School and School to Work students studied the differences between Democratic and Republican parties and focused their attention on the issues that seemed paramount to the historic election of 2008. The prevailing notions were that everyone who is qualified to vote, should vote, that in order to vote meaningfully and responsibly a citizen must work at being informed, and finally that a citizen must register to vote in time for the election.

Jim Antonacci, President of the Pennsylvania NFB (National Federation of the Bind) addressed the students in a lively give and take session about voting access for people who are blind. While reminding them that “under HAVA (Help America Vote Act) every disabled person has the right to cast a secret ballot,” he emphasized that all people have the obligation to become informed citizens and to make thoughtful and rational choices as voters.

On election day, High School and School to Work students as well as all OSB staff had the opportunity to vote in a simulated election. A voting booth and sign-in table were setup in Joan Whartnaby’s classroom and students and staff eagerly flocked to the room to cast their ballots. 

The voting project, as one student put it, “made current events come alive while preparing us to live in the real world.”

To help promote a greater awareness of health related issues, Roseanne McLaughlin, OSB’s Health Services Coordinator, gave a lively and informative interactive presentation to students on correct procedures for hand washing, spreading germs through coughing as well as through the exchange of seemingly harmless items and artifacts, and typical winter illnesses.

Nurse McLaughlin’s presentation was part of the December topic for three High School classes that utilize Scholastic News’ Weekly Reader.
Under the direction of their teachers—Beth Adams, Harry Foster, and Nya Terrell—the students went much further than the Weekly Reader’s stated topic (“Achoo!”) indicated.

Using props, Nurse McLaughlin caught the students’ attention on both an intellectual and sensory level. With a spray bottle of plain water, she demonstrated that a sneeze can travel several feet, and emphasized the importance of coughing into one’s sleeve rather than into bare hands or the open air. She passed out dollar bills and bottles of lotion to emphasize that even the most common and seemingly benign objects can carry germs. Using humor to bring home serious points, she taught the students to sing Happy Birthday while washing their hands to ensure that they wash for as long as necessary.

The three classes that Nurse McLaughlin addressed as one come together three times a week to learn from each other and from guest lecturers while having the opportunity to experience the diverse teaching styles that their teachers offer.

Annual EAAB Field Day
Even if OSB had not taken first place in the 2008 EAAB (Eastern Athletic Association for the Blind) Field Day in competitions with St. Joseph’s School for the Blind, Maryland School for the Blind, and The Lavelle School, it still would have been a successful, educational, and enjoyable day for the students and everyone else who helped make the day.
The activities—including a braille / object identification relay, winter clothing relay, sound source contest, Frisbee toss, donut eating contest, and much more—are intended for students who don’t participate in the usual after school sports. On Field Day, the students experience the exhilaration of athletic competition, meet old friends, make new friends, and have fun while building their self-esteem. 

As one staff member put it, “This is always a great day. Fun for all of us, including Teachers, Teacher Aides, and Coaches, but especially for the students. It’s one of the many ways that we help the students to do their best, to learn, and to grow.”

Community Clothes Charity Sale a Great Success

OSB received $190,000 from the Community Clothes Charity Sale that was held in the Village Hall in Stratford, PA, from October 30th to November 1st. 

Gerald Kitzhoffer, OSB Director, thanked the organizers of the Community Clothes Charity for their generous donation, which will be used to help fund the Kappen Aquatic Center, named after former school director Bernadette M. Kappen.

Mr. Kitzhoffer spoke enthusiastically about the new facility, scheduled to open this spring, saying, “We are looking forward to the completion of the Aquatic Center so that our community of students, staff, and alumni can use the center for instruction, education, recreation, and therapeutic activities.”

The new, state-of-the-art center features a lap pool with accessibility for wheelchair users, a pool for smaller children, and an area with a water feature. The exterior has a “boundless playground” where all children can play and learn together.

People who attended the sale had the opportunity to purchase new and lightly worn women’s designer clothing and accessories at a fraction of their original cost.

Students Skate with Philadelphia Flyers (with two pictures)

In October, 15 OSB students had the opportunity to skate with the Philadelphia Flyers professional hockey team at their practice in Voorhees, NJ. The players skated with students; and students who could not skate moved around the rink on sliding chairs. Some students had the opportunity to shoot on goal. Team members signed autographs and gave each student a hockey puck. Pictured are Arcelia with Flyer Danny Briere and Dante with Flyer Aaron Asham.

Thank You and Welcome
The Board of Managers extends its thanks to Marilyn Lutter for her exemplary service to our school as the Board’s Alumni Representative.  According to Bob D’Anjolell, Board President, “Marilyn has been a tremendous asset, bringing her unique and valuable perspective to our deliberations. We are grateful for her contributions and will miss her.”

The Board also happily welcomes William Newman, class of 1967, as the new Alumni Representative. Mr. Newman has enjoyed a successful and wide-ranging career. An active member of Pennsylvania Council of the Blind, he served on the board of the Pennsylvania Association of the Blind (Bethlehem Chapter) and was a member of the Bethlehem Lions Club.

Starting out as a massage therapist after graduation, Mr. Newman earned a degree in Sociology from Northampton County Community College in 1974 and a second degree in Sociology with an emphasis in Social Work in 1976 from Moravian College. From 1978 to 2005, he worked as a civil servant in the area of Public Assistance, working on behalf of people with disabilities.

Free Golf Clinic
This spring, the Middle Atlantic Blind Golf Association will offer a free golf clinic for children and young adults between the ages of five and 21 who are blind or visually impaired. The clinic will take place at Overbrook School for the Blind’s golf area, across the street from the main building, which is located at 6333 Malvern Ave. in Philadelphia. For additional details, including the exact date of the clinic and the opportunity to have a coach assigned to you, please contact Gil Kayson or Norman Kritz.

Mr. Kayson can be reached at 215-884-6589 or by e-mail at SASGIL@VERIZON.NET .

Mr. Kritz can be reached at 856-428-1420 and 609-680-5480 (cell) or by e-mail at JERRYNORMAN2@VERIZON.NET .

OVERBROOK SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND

School Calendar 2009

	
	
	
	
	

	

	January
	
	
	
	

	
	5
	
	Monday
	All students return. Classes resume at 9:00 a.m.

	
	16
	
	Friday
	Long weekend begins at end of school day

	
	19
	
	Monday
	MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY – School Closed

	
	20
	
	Tuesday
	All students return. Classes resume at 8:15 a.m.

	
	23
	
	Friday
	End of First Semester Grading Period

	
	
	
	
	

	February
	
	
	
	

	
	6
	
	Friday
	Interim Awards Assembly

	
	13
	
	Friday
	Long weekend begins at end of school day

	
	16
	
	Monday
	PRESIDENT’S DAY – no school for students & Instructional Staff

	
	17
	
	Tuesday
	All students return. Classes resume at 8:15 a.m.

	
	27
	
	Friday
	Long weekend begins at end of school day

	
	
	
	
	

	March
	
	
	
	

	
	2
	
	Monday
	PROFESSIONAL ENRICHMENT DAY – 

No school for students

	
	3
	
	Tuesday
	All students return. Classes resume at 8:15 a.m.

	
	31
	
	Tuesday
	End of Third Quarter Grading Period



	
	
	
	
	

	April
	
	
	
	

	
	3
	
	Friday
	SPRING VACATION begins at end of school day

	
	14
	
	Tuesday
	All students return. Classes resume at 8:15 a.m.

	
	
	
	
	

	May
	
	
	
	

	
	14
	
	Thursday
	Spring Concert   8:00 p.m.  Public invited.

	
	22
	
	Friday
	Achievement Day  9:00 a.m. 

Long weekend begins at end of school day

	
	25
	
	Monday
	MEMORIAL DAY – School closed

	
	26
	
	Tuesday
	All students return. Classes resume at 8:15 a.m.

	
	
	
	
	

	June
	
	
	
	

	
	1
	
	Monday
	Fun Day for all educational programs

	
	
	
	
	

	
	    9 
	
	Tuesday
	Baccalaureate and Commencement
Details to be announced

	
	10
	
	Wednesday

	Early Childhood Summer Celebration 

10:00 a.m.   Auditorium

	
	17
	
	Wednesday
	Last day for students & Instructional Staff

	19 – 21 
	
	Weekend
	Alumni Weekend

	23 – 25 
	
	3-day
	Early Intervention Summer Workshop

	
	
	
	
	

	June 29 – 

August 6
	
	Camp KanDu – Early Childhood Summer Camp

Camp runs Mondays – Thursdays, 9:00 – 2:00 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	June 30 – 

August 6


	
	
	
	ESY Program - 

Program runs Tuesdays – Thursdays, 9:00 – 2:00

	July 3
	
	
	Friday
	Independence Day Observed  – School Closed
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