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Mission Statement

The mission of Overbrook School for the Blind is to develop and deliver education that enhances the options available for persons with visual impairments and other challenges so that they have the greatest opportunity to experience active and fulfilling lives.

Vision Statement
The vision of Overbrook School for the Blind is to be a dynamic and responsive educational organization, providing leadership as a local, national, and international resource, inspiring individuals with visual impairments and other challenges to achieve their highest potential.
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Honored Alumni, a Joyous Commencement, and Other Celebrations
(There are two pictures joined by a single caption: Mr. Kitzhoffer and Ms. Friedman present the Honored Alumni Award to Joanne Malatesta Davidoff and Louis Quay.)

At the largest OSB Commencement since 1972, Director Gerald Kitzhoffer, speaking to a capacity and participatory audience of well wishers, characterized the moment and its aftermath as a “celebration tinged with some sadness and brightened by the optimism of new beginnings.”

Honored alumna, Joanne Malatesta Davidoff, class of 1950, speaking directly to the graduates, said, “Each one of you is special, and you have what it takes to make your way in the world. You have courage, confidence, and commitment.” Honored alumnus, Louis Quay, class of 1966, told the graduates, “You are part of the world. You need to and you can contribute to society. The world wants you and needs you.”

Both of the honored alumni noted that life is not always easy, or as Ms. Davidoff said, “Life has different chapters, sometimes they’re about ice cream and sometimes about doing chores.” Both also agreed that there is much satisfaction and pleasure in a life well lived.

In presenting the Honored Alumni Award to Mr. Quay, Carolyn Friedman, President of the OSB Board of Managers, spoke of him as a man who lived up to his boyhood dreams. As a young student he carried an atlas around the Overbrook campus and he became the man who travelled to the places of his dreams.

Mr. Quay majored in Political Science at Ursinus College, earned a Masters in International Relations from Lehigh University, and did additional course work at American University in Washington, D.C. Subsequently working for the U.S. Commerce Department as an International Trade Specialist, he travelled to Australia, Central and South America, and the Caribbean to promote and improve trade opportunities for his country. As a private citizen, he also spent time in Zimbabwe (known at the time as Rhodesia).

A man of many parts, Mr. Quay, as a single parent, became a Cub Scout leader. He is past President of the Overbrook Alumni Association, a “bird listener” who participates in bird watching events, and an active member of The Planetary Society.

Ms. Davidoff, who studied Political Science and Secondary Education at Chestnut Hill College and earned a Masters degree in Early Childhood Education at Temple University, is well known on our campus. She was an Overbrook student for 12 years, and she taught here for 24 more years.

Her lifelong championing of the importance of braille literacy made her a particularly effective teacher. Her energy and lifelong dedication to the cause of helping people who are blind to experience active and fulfilling lives is apparent from the many other positions she has held: assistant teacher in a nursery school for blind children; principal in a daycare school; rehabilitation teacher in the summer IDEAL program in Chester; two time President of the Overbrook Alumni Association; and board member and officer in organizations such as the Pennsylvania Association for the Blind, Associated Services for the Blind, Pennsylvania Council for the Blind, and the Nevilaires.

The graduates, themselves, were joyous throughout the long Commencement, laughing, shedding occasional tears, inviting warm laughter as they remembered all that brought them to this point, and smiling as they looked forward to all that lies ahead.

Even their remembrance of Linda Adacusky, their beloved English teacher who unexpectedly passed away toward the end of this school year, held more joy than sorrow as they remembered the good times and all that she had taught them.

After the ceremony, one of the graduates remembered that “Ms. Ada taught us about Shakespeare and helped us to write about our own feelings and thoughts.” A teacher added that Ms. Adacusky’s life reversed the well known Shakespearean quote: “Instead of ‘the evil that men do lives after them, the good is oft interred with their bones,’ we have ‘the good that Linda did lives after her in her students.’”

There were, of course, many other activities, celebrations, and events in the lives of OSB’s graduating seniors. There were two distinctly different senior trips—based on the interests and abilities of the students—one to Camden, NJ, to see the Camden Sharks play baseball and have lunch off campus, and the other to Wildwood, NJ, for the beach and amusement area.

Quite a few graduating seniors played important roles in this spring’s evening of music and theatre—as both writers and performers. They continued to participate in athletic events, made plans to enter college, seek employment, or enroll in additional training programs. Earlier in the school year, they participated in the OSB Idol talent competition and were an important part of the school awards assembly. Not incidentally, they kept up their studies and were tested on what they had learned.

Perhaps the biggest fun event, amidst all of this stimulating activity, was the Prom.

With the theme of “Passport to Paris,” the room was decorated with backdrops of Paris in the evening. Individuals, couples, and groups of friends were eager to be photographed against a representation of Paris.

As with all OSB Proms, Prom Night 2010 was an inclusive event. All students who met the age requirement and had parental permission were welcome. The music was loud, rhythmic, sometimes slow, and always to the students’ liking. Food was plentiful and tasty.

Traneice Johnson and Sam Wallace were Prom Queen and King. Arcelia Torres, Kassandra Hernandez, Jill Novak, Nahfis Wright, Jonathon Romich, and Donal Buie were in their court.

People who attended the Prom said “this was a very special night.” People who know the graduates continue to say “this is a very special group.”
Meet the Graduates
(Twenty-five of the twenty-six graduates are individually pictured, wearing cap and gown, in the center fold of the print edition. The headline reads “The Class of 2010 Steps into the Future.”)
Jeffrey Boudwin

Jeff has been at OSB for the last six years. He participated in swimming and goalball and was a member of the choir. As a senior, in addition to his High School classes Jeff studied at Delaware County Community College. He received the Wilhelmina Mayerle Schwaiger Scholarship Award, which was presented at Commencement. This past spring, along with another student, Jeff presented at the PA Spring Vision Conference. He and co-presenter Donal Buie were the first High School students to accomplish this task. Jeff will be continuing his studies at Delaware County Community College in the fall and hopes to have a career working in computer programming and making audio games for people who are blind.

Pedro Brown

Pedro has been at OSB since Pre-School. Pedro loves to work with his hands and was a star in the school’s workshop. He learned many skills to help him with his future, and he is ready to find his place in the adult world. Pedro received the Whitemarsh Lioness Club Award.

Donal Buie

Donnie has been at OSB for the last seven years. As a High School student, he participated in swimming, wrestling, goalball, and track and was a member of the student council, choir, and bell choir. Outside of school, he competes on a national goalball team. This year he received the Sergeant Brooks E. Gray Memorial Scholarship Award, presented by the Devil Dogs Unit of the U.S. Marines. This past spring, along with another student, Donnie presented at the PA Spring Vision Conference. He and Jeffrey Boudwin were the first High School students to accomplish this task. Donnie will be going to PA College of Technology in the fall and hopes to have a career in the music industry

Jewel Bumpus

Jewel has been a part of OSB since he was in the Early Childhood Program. During his years at Overbrook, he worked in the workshop, recycling center and the Pre-Voc Program where he helped with making deliveries throughout the campus. Jewel, who received the Whitemarsh Lioness Club Award, will be attending CADES Day Program in Swarthmore.

Luigi DiCocco

Luigi has been a part of OSB for the past 11 years. He worked in the Wheels to Work and Pre-Voc programs where he helped with making deliveries throughout the campus. Luigi will be attending the Lower Merion Vocational Training Center in Wynnewood in the fall. Luigi received the John P. Boyle Memorial Award. 

Gordan Didovic

Gordan, who has been a part of OSB for the past 17 years, came to our school in the aftermath of escaping the war in Bosnia with his parents. He worked in the Wheels to Work and Pre-Voc programs where he helped with making mail deliveries. Gordan will be attending the Elwyn Baring Street Adult Day Center in Philadelphia. Gordon received the Joseph J. Kerr Award.

Maria Geary

Maria has been at OSB since the Early Childhood Program. She sang with the mixed ensemble and choir and also participated in Overbrook Idol. Maria’s job experience included answering phones in Pre-Voc, taking orders in Cody’s Café, helping in Office Tech class, and making on campus deliveries. Maria has been attending Center Point Training Center in Norristown two days a week since February, and she will continue working there on a daily basis. Maria received the John P. Boyle Memorial Award.

Darrell Holloway

One of the first students to participate in the White Hall Independent Living Program, Darrell made extraordinary progress in O&M and independent living skills over the past two years. He worked off campus at Cintas and LaDolce Bakery, and on campus he worked at Cody’s Café. He plans to pursue a career in the culinary arts after finishing an intensive independent living skills program at BISM. Darrell received the Overbrook School Alumni Association’s Samuel Kessler Award.

Tiffany Jarmon

The OSB community has been Tiffany’s second home for 18 years. She enjoyed her time here and grew tremendously. She took part in the EAAB (Eastern Athletic Association for the Blind) Field Day and ten pin bowling, and she was a staple at Cody’s Café. Tiffany, who received the E. Blackwell Chapman Award, looks forward to attending a day program.

Seth Johnson

Seth came to OSB in 2004. A standout in the music department, he was part of the bell choir and chorus each year. He also won the Overbrook Idol competition three times. Off campus, Seth worked at Target, The Library for the Blind, and Liberty Resources. Next year, after a trip to Disney World and Camp Beacon Lodge, Seth plans to enroll in Hiram G. Andrews Vocational Center to study retail marketing. He won the White Hall Leadership Award.

Traneice Johnson

Traneice has been at OSB for the last five years. She participated in swimming, cheerleading, goalball, and track. She was also a member of the student council, choir, and bell choir. Traneice had several work experiences through Overbrook, including working at Children’s Hospital. Traneice received the J. Francis Fisher Award for Scholarship. She is going to Manor College in the fall and hopes to become a nurse. 

Ridley Lassiter

Ridley came to OSB for Early Childhood and then returned in 2004. He was a leader in all sports, excelling on the wrestling, swimming, goalball, and track teams. (He is undefeated in wrestling.) A member of the bell choir, Ridley worked on campus in environmental services and off-campus at Lankenau Hospital. Next year, he is attending Pennsylvania College of Technology to study business administration. Ridley received the Sergeant Brooks E. Gray Memorial Award, presented by the Devil Dogs Unit of the U.S. Marines.

Ramona Mason

Ramona, fondly nicknamed “MoMo,” has been a part of OSB since her days in the Early Childhood Program. She worked in the Pre-Voc and Wheels to Work Programs where she helped with making deliveries throughout the campus. Throughout her years at Overbrook, Ramona enjoyed all the dances and proms, always being the life of the party. Ramona will be attending CADES Day Program in Swarthmore.  Ramona received the E. Blackwell Chapman Award.

Victoria Matysik

Victoria has been part of the OSB community since the Early Childhood Program.  She took part in the mixed ensemble and worked at the Paw Print Shop and Cody’s Café.  Victoria also worked off campus at Lankenau Hospital and the Please Touch Museum.  She spread her wings this year and became part of the Whitehall Independent Living Program. Victoria looks forward to attending the SPIN day program. She received the Overbrook School Alumni Association’s Samuel Kessler Award.
Lucy Miller

Lucy has been at OSB for the last three years.  She participated in swimming, competed at goal ball, and sang in the choir. Lucy also participated in choir at Upper Darby High School.  She will be continuing her studies at Delaware County Community College in the fall.  Lucy plans on earning her degree in Hotel Management and becoming an Event Coordinator. She received the Senior Project Award.
Zeeshan Momain

Zeeshan Momain has been part of the OSB community for the past six years. Zeeshan worked at Cody’s Café and in the Aquatic Center. He also worked at the Please Touch Museum and Lankenau Hospital. Zeeshan will be attending a day program. He received the Lindley Olney Lions Club Award at Commencement.

Natasha Montes

Natasha came to OSB in 2004. She worked in the snack bar and the workshop and was on the track team. Her work experiences at Overbrook Presbyterian Day Care and OSB’s Camp KanDu have been instrumental in her plans to continue working with preschool children. Natasha received the Senior Project Award.

Marquise Nelson

Marquise has been at OSB for the last four years.  He participated in swimming, wrestling, goal ball, and track & field.  Marquise wrestled in five weight classes.  He was the captain of the swim team and was recognized as the most outstanding swimmer for 2008.  He also served as the President of student council. Marquise will continue his studies at St. Joseph’s University in the fall, majoring in Computer Hardware Engineering. He received the J. Francis Fisher Award for Scholarship.

Edith Nixon

Edith Nixon has been part of the OSB community since the Early Childhood Program. She participated in swimming, cheerleading, track, and choir; worked on campus at Cody’s Café; and worked off campus at Lankenau Hospital, Cintas, Please Touch Museum, and Knox Home.  Edith plans to perfect her cooking skills and to work in food services. She received the White Hall Leadership Award.

Jonathan Romich

Over the years Jon participated in many activities including EAAB Field Day and EAAB ten pin bowling. Jon developed work skills, life skills, and social skills that will serve him well in the future.  Jon lives at home with his family, loves music, and looks forward to life after OSB. He received the Lindley Olney Lions Club Award.

Khalfani Stone
Khalfani came to Overbrook in 2005. On campus he worked in the Paw Print shop and delivered newspapers. Off campus, he worked at Mercy Hospital and Cintas. Khalfani also participated in track, wrestling, and goal ball. Next year, Khalfani is planning on working and entering a community based program that provides work related training. He received the Blind Veterans Association of PA William A. Hughes Memorial Award.

Anthony Taylor

Anthony came to OSB in 2000. He was on the wrestling, goal ball, and track teams. He worked off campus at ShopRite and Giant Supermarkets and at Cintas. At Susquehanna Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired (SABVI ) Anthony worked disassembling computers. Next year he is planning to attend Hiram G. Andrews Vocational Center to study computer technology. Anthony received an award from the Blind Veterans Association of PA.

Arcelia Torres

Arcelia started at OSB when she was only eighteen months old and returned to us in 2005 to complete her High School years. Arcelia participated in swimming, cheerleading, goalball, and track. She was a member of the school choir and bell choir. She received the Sergeant Brooks E. Gray Memorial Award, presented by the Devil Dogs Unit of the U.S. Marines. Arcelia will be going to Esperanza College and hopes to have a career in business management. 

Bennett Trignani

Bennett Trignani has been part of the OSB community since the Early Childhood Program when he was three years old.  Bennett took part in the EAAB Field Day and was the DJ for Cody’s Café.  He is looking forward to going to a day program. Bennett received the Joseph J. Kerr Award.

Samuel Wallace

Sam has been at OSB for the last four years. He participated in swimming, wrestling, goal ball, and track & field. During the summer and the last school year, Sam was employed in Overbrook’s maintenance department.  After graduation, he is planning to be a maintenance and building construction worker. Sam received the Linda Adacusky Award.

Maurice Weeks

Maurice has been part of the OSB community since the Early Childhood Program. A talented musician, Maurice has been involved with the choir and the bell choir. He worked on campus at Cody’s Café, and off campus at Lankenau Hospital, Please Touch Museum, and Susquehanna Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired. Maurice will continue to pursue his love of music and will be working to refine his work skills in a day program. He received the Linda Adacusky Award.

Director’s Message

By Gerald Kitzhoffer
Dear Graduates,

First, a word to your families: Thank you for letting us help to educate your daughters and sons, and thank you for working with us.

And now, Graduates, a few words between you and me, because I seldom have the opportunity to address you personally.

Jeff and Donnie, your accomplishments this year—together and individually—have been wonderful. Pedro, continue to build upon your skill set and to do the things that you love. The joy you experience shows in your face. Jewel, with your big smile and hearty laughter, being around you is a pleasure. Luigi, your capacity for joy is a wonderful thing; and you are the sharpest dresser I know. Gordon, we will miss your sense of humor. It brightens everybody’s day. Maria, your bright personality and seriousness of purpose make you someone very special. Darrell, first you grew as a person through the Whitehall Independent Living Program and then you helped others to grow. Well done. Tiffany, you took part in all that was available to you, becoming what you are today—part of the Overbrook community. Seth, you are a natural entertainer. All of that creative energy and talent will serve you well. Traneice, congratulations on maintaining the highest average throughout your High School years and on your accomplishments as writer, actor, and athlete. Ridley, congratulations on your undefeated wrestling status and on your many other accomplishments. Ramona, congratulations for the cheerful effort with which you continue to develop new skills. Victoria, your sunny personality, friendliness, and sense of humor will be sorely missed throughout our school. Lucy, you are a serious, accomplished, and charming young woman, who will succeed in your career goals. Zeeshan, your optimism, friendliness, and willingness to try new things make you a very special person. Natasha, your bubbly personality, capacity for friendship, and love of young children are qualities that will serve you well as you go through life. Marquise, congratulations on your many accomplishments, especially receiving the DAR Good Citizenship Award and being honored by Channel 6 as “Best of the Class.” Edith, you are known not only for your big smile and friendliness, but also for your excellent work ethic and consistently positive attitude. Jonathan, continue to enjoy life, with your music and family; and continue to grow and learn. You have done well. Khalfani, congratulations on maintaining a consistent average throughout your High School years. Anthony, keep up the good work you do with computers. Your knowledge and natural ability, combined with the willingness to continue studying computer technology will serve you well. Arcelia, congratulations on your consistently good work in High School and your decision to go to college. Bennett, congratulations on the progress you made at OSB and your EAAB Field Day participation. Sam, you are a fine athlete with a grand work ethic. Congratulations on being one of the two recipients to receive the newly created Linda Adacusky Award. Maurice, what will we do without your piano playing and your smile? Congratulations on receiving the Linda Adacusky Award, which recognizes you and Sam as graduating seniors “who exemplify Ms. Ada’s positive attitude and zest for learning.”

Thank you all for being our students. We look forward to knowing you over the years as OSB alumni.
OVERBROOK SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND

School Calendar 2010 – 2011

2010

	September
	1
	
	Wednesday
	Teachers, Aides and Houseparents return 

In-Service Day 8:30 a.m.

	
	2
	
	Thursday
	Professional Development Day

	
	3
	
	Friday
	No School for Instructional Staff

	
	7
	
	Tuesday
	First day of school for all OSB students

	
	
	
	
	

	October
	1
	
	Friday
	Parents’ Day – PTA Meeting

	
	8
	
	Friday
	Long weekend begins at end of school day

	
	11
	
	Monday
	COLUMBUS DAY – no school for students & Instructional Staff

	
	12
	
	Tuesday
	All students return. Classes resume 8:15 a.m.

	
	
	
	
	

	November
	
	
	
	

	
	4
	
	Thursday
	End of First Quarter Grading Period
Long weekend begins at end of school day

	
	5
	
	Friday
	PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY – 

No school for students

	
	8
	
	Monday
	All students return. Classes resume 9:00 a.m.

	
	24
	
	Wednesday
	Long weekend begins at end of school day

	
	25
	
	Thursday
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY – School Closed

	
	26
	
	Friday
	School closed

	
	29
	
	Monday
	All students return. Classes resume 9:00 a.m.

	
	
	
	
	

	December
	
	
	
	

	
	9
	
	Thursday
	Holiday Concert – 8:00 p.m. Auditorium 

Public Invited

	
	17
	
	Friday
	Early Childhood Winter Program – 10:00 a.m. Auditorium -Public Invited

	
	22
	
	Wednesday
	WINTER VACATION begins at the end of school day

	
	
	
	
	

	2011

	January
	
	
	
	

	
	3
	
	Monday
	All students return. Classes resume 9:00 a.m.

	
	14
	
	Friday
	Long weekend begins at end of school day

	
	17
	
	Monday
	MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY – School Closed

	
	18
	
	Tuesday
	All students return. Classes resume 8:15 a.m.

	
	21
	
	Friday
	End of First Semester Grading Period

	
	
	
	
	

	February
	
	
	
	

	
	4
	
	Friday
	Interim Awards Assembly

	
	18
	
	Friday
	Long weekend begins at end of school day

	
	21
	
	Monday
	PRESIDENT’S DAY – no school for students & Instructional Staff

	
	22
	
	Tuesday
	All students return. Classes resume 8:15 a.m.


Congratulations to our Early Childhood Graduates
Maleeyah Brundage, Jane Carbo, Sekou Doumbia, Aeryn Eisner, Na’Sean Evans, Ivery Gentry, Ulishka Jimenez, Joey Leggio, Kathryn Marsh, Sebastian Narmah, Andre Needham, Isabelle Nutt, and Evan Williams

The Early Childhood Program (part of OSB’s Early Intervention Services) celebrates the success of our 2010 graduates. We will always remember you and your families—the work we did together, your accomplishments, and the fun we had. Congratulations!
Towers Newsletter New Publishing Schedule
The next issue of Towers will be published in January 2011. Starting calendar year 2011, we will officially publish three times a year—Winter (January), Spring (April/May), and Summer (July graduation issue).
Towers Press Update

Towers Press books— Braille Literacy Curriculum, Mathematics Made Easy, Technology for All, and Experiencing Literacy—are available directly from Towers Press, Overbrook School for the Blind. We accept checks, purchase orders, and credit cards (MC, AMEX, VISA).

Most of the books, except Mathematics Made Easy, are also available through www.amazon.com.

All of the books, true to their original intent, continue to be relevant and timely for the topics they cover and the audiences they serve.
Price Increases:
Due to increased costs across the board, the purchase price and shipping and handling charges for Towers Press books have increased. For additional information please contact the editorial office by e-mail bookden2@gmail.com or phone 215-877-0313, ext. 263.
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