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THE MISSION OF OVERBROOK SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND is to develop and deliver education that 
enhances the options available for persons with visual impairments, including those with additional  
challenges, so that they have the greatest opportunity to experience active and fulfilling lives.

THE VISION OF OVERBROOK SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND is to inspire individuals with visual 
impairment, including those with additional challenges, to achieve their highest potential, to share our 
culture that embraces their abilities; to be a dynamic and leading organization; and to use our expertise to 
positively influence our students, families, partners and peers, regionally, nationally and internationally.



Dear Friends:

It was quite a year for Overbrook School for the Blind. Our students’ possibilities 
and capabilities emerged in exciting ways, much like our student’s view of the 
newly formed butterfly on the cover photo.

Over the past year, our service to students underwent a chrysalis of change. 
OSB’s well-regarded Cortical Visual Impairment (CVI) program extended a more 
targeted curriculum to fit the unique needs of each student. Our Orientation and 
Mobility Services (O&M) expanded, better supporting our students’ capacity to 
navigate their world. And we restarted several of our athletic programs affected 
by the pandemic shutdowns, and – importantly and thankfully – reclaimed a 
sense of community among students, their families, faculty, volunteers, donors 
and partners.

The lifeblood of our mission continues to pulse with a commitment to progress 
and improve for the benefit of our students. Our School-to-Work Program is 
being re-branded as STRIDE. Its metamorphosis better reflects the program’s 
commitment to empower our older students with real-world workplace 
experience, leading to successful post-school outcomes.

Closely aligned is our new and novel partnership with the federally funded 
AmeriCorps program that benefited OSB students in myriad ways. Students 
gained work readiness skills and gained needed confidence and social skills 
important to the workplace environment.

We could not have done any of it without you. Your continued commitment has 
fueled our aspirations, and our success. So, on behalf of the students we serve, 
we proudly share the Overbrook School for the Blind’s Annual Report with our 
family, friends, and supporters.

Lyle T. Sine  
President, Board of Trustees

Todd Reeves  
Executive Director and CEO
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2023–2024  
AT A GLANCE

174 STUDENTS

35
Blind

130
Visually
Impaired

60
CVI

29
Hearing Loss

LITERACY MODE

42
Braille  
Users

57
Large  
Print

78
Objects/  
Pictures

AMBULATION

100
Walker

53
Wheelchair

12
Adaptive Mobility 

Device

RELATED SERVICES

135
Occupational

Therapy

93
Physical 
Therapy

129
Speech

17
Audiology

104
Orientation 
and Mobility

INSTRUCTIONAL 
CURRICULUM
Experiential: 75
Life Skills: 33
Functional: 37
Academic: 19

WORK 
EXPERIENCE
On Campus: 53
Off Campus: 7

ADDITIONAL 
SUPPORT
Intervener: 8
1:1: 13
1:1 Nurse 15

BEHAVIOR 
SUPPORT
Counseling: 12
Behavior Plan: 22
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OSB HIGHLIGHTS

Occupational Therapy 
During her occupational therapy session, Primary 
student Jasmine uses a color-coded keyboard to type 
and match letters on the screen. For students with low 
vision, color and color contrast play an important role 
in identifying objects and letters. Lessons included in 
this activity involve Concept Development, Orientation 
and Mobility, and Social Skills.

Assistive Devices
A day of learning for Early Childhood students might 
include the use of a tactile keyguard to communicate, 
working on cane skills, and employing assistive 
technology like the Jupiter CCTV.

CVI
Under Dr. Beth Ramella’s leadership and expertise, 
OSB has quickly established itself as one of the 
country’s premier schools for maximizing educational 
opportunities for students diagnosed with CVI -- a 
neurological visual impairment that traces to the 
visual pathways or visual processing centers of the 
brain rather than damage within the eye or ocular 
visual system. The diagnosis of CVI has increased 
exponentially over the last two decades among 
developed countries. Of OSB’s 174 students,  
60 have been diagnosed with CVI.

OSB AmeriCorps 
OSB began a unique partnership with the federally-
funded AmeriCorps program in 2023-24, creating a 
virtual work readiness program called Next Steps Skills 
program. OSB’s 10 inaugural AmeriCorps members 
received 375 hours of professional development 
through their term of service, 60 hours of 1-on-1 
mentoring and 71 different work-readiness lessons and 
social activities. Their knowledge of work-readiness 
skills increased by 180 percent.

Dr. Ramella Selected as  
New Superintendent
After a nationwide search, we concluded 
there was no place like home to find 
our new Superintendent. Dr. Ramella 
was selected in June to replace Jackie 
Brennan, who retired after 44 years 

serving in various roles at the school. 
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OSB International Program Visits United Nations, Asia
Representing both Overbrook School for the Blind and the International 
Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment, Executive 
Director and CEO Todd Reeves addressed The Conference of States 
Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the 
United Nations Headquarters in New York on June 13.

OSB Teacher  
Honored by NHL 
Secondary 
teacher Kelsey 
McGuire was one 
of three finalists for 
the NHL’s Willie O’Ree Community 
Hero Award for her efforts towards 
establishing a blind hockey 
program in the Delaware Valley. 
Her efforts created opportunities for 
dozens of blind children interested 
in trying the game and led to the 
formation of the 19th blind hockey 
team in the United States.Legs to a Long Journey

For students who have navigated their educational journey with the 
challenges of visual impairment, graduation symbolizes the successful 
completion of a rigorous and often demanding program that incorporates 
not only academic success but also personal growth, resilience, and the 
development of skills essential for future independence. 

Working at the KAC 
Socialization, communication, teamwork, preparedness, accountability, 
following directions and instructions, signing in for work, getting paid 
monthly and keeping track of personal wages are all part of the KAC Skill 
for Transition to Independence, Education, and Employment program 
at the Kappen Aquatic Center. Some of the jobs STRIDE students 
participated in were: front lobby greeters, answering the phone, making 
copies, delivering mail and other items throughout the school, and 
collecting, washing and folding towels.

White Hall Living
One aspect of the expanded 
core curriculum is developing 
independent living skills. Food 
preparation, eating skills, personal 
hygiene, time and money 
management, household tasks and 
clothing care are just some of the 
skills developed through the White 
Hall Independent Living Program, 
enabling students to work and live 
on or off campus.
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Obstacle Course Thursdays
In Katie Davis’s Early Childhood 
“Obstacle Course Thursdays,” 
students learned to navigate 
obstacles, take turns, and persist 
when they wanted to give up – 
mastering motor skills. Activities 
included jumping on a trampoline, 
walking on a balance beam, 
shooting basketballs, crawling into 
a body roller (pictured above) and 
many others. Additional challenges 
were added each week, developing 
and improving students’ fine and 
gross motor skills. 

O&M Excursion
In April, a group of students 
tested their independent travel 
skills by navigating the streets of 
Philadelphia to visit The Academy 
of Natural Sciences of Drexel 
University. Selected for their 
proficiency in cane use, phone 
skills, street crossing, and mass 
transit, the students used Apple 
Maps to plan their route, which 
included a trolley ride and two 
walks.

Color Sensory Days
Each month the Early Childhood 
Program celebrated Color Day by 
incorporating the color into lessons. 
On this day, brown was explored 
through the ingredients required to 
make brownies – and in the result! 
Students worked on their motor 
skills through the mixing process 
and experienced the different 
sensory components that went into 
making the brownies. They then 
enjoyed the benefits of their labor 
during snack time!

Horticulture Center Turns Five
This spring, the M. Christine Murphy 
Horticulture Center celebrated its 5th-
year anniversary. In a relatively short 
amount of time, the greenhouse and 
the instructional opportunities it has 
provided have become an integral 
part of the OSB experience. In the 
photo, Early Childhood students 
wash and sort tomatoes in the greenhouse, using touch, motor skills, and 
social skills to complete a task.

Athletics
The Athletics Program continued to 
regain its post-pandemic footing in 
2023-24, hosting its first swim meet 
since 2019-20, and fielding teams 
in goal ball and track and field. The 
OSB team placed third in the EAAB 
Swim Tournament at the KAC and 
took home a Sportsmanship Award. 
In the spring, OSB’s track team 
traveled to Maryland for its EAAB 
meet and several students won 
medals with third place finishes.

Winter Concert
At the start of the 2023-24 school 
year, Iham A. began the difficult 
task of playing the piano by 
learning how to transcribe chord 
progressions. He continued to 
develop throughout the year. By 
the winter concert, “Home for the 
Holidays,” he was able to perform 
the complete melody to “Linus and 
Lucy” by Vince Guaraldi Trio. 

Spring Concert
Students Andre N. and Jane C. use 
body percussion throughout their 
vocal solos in “Bhombela.” This 
song was a big accomplishment 
for the choir, which learned to sing 
in Zulu, a South African language, 
and perform body percussion as 
an ensemble. It also electrified the 
students and family that filled the 
auditorium that night.
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Donor Profile

When alumna Nanci Sumner met 
blind runner Jason Romero at the 
2023 Overbrook Experience, she 
was awed. His 3,063 mile run from 
Los Angeles to New York City in 
2016 to emphasize that “all things 
are possible” was, she said, nearly 
impossible for her to fathom.

But when she read his book, 
“Running Into The Dark,” recounting 
its challenges and perils, that awe 
morphed into inspiration. She 
couldn’t run very far, she thought, 
but she could and would walk miles 
for a cause she loved more than 
any others, dating back to her days 
as a student at Overbrook.

“I still enjoy going 
back and seeing 
the students,” she 
said recently while 
visiting the school 
for an event. “They 
seem so happy 
and the education 
they’re getting is 
really awesome.”

So, Nanci walked. 
And walked. And 

walked. Strategically mapping it out 
amid two familiar Dunkin Donuts, 
she created her own 10-mile 
walkathon, soliciting sponsorships 
from her fellow parishioners at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, 
and family and friends as well.

The effort successfully raised 
$1,000 for OSB, which she proudly 
presented to Executive Director 
Todd Reeves. “My legs got sore, 
and I was tired, but it was worth 
it,” she said of her trek. “I thought 
a lot about why I was doing it, 
about the students. Some of them 
have multiple disabilities and the 
teachers have to adapt to it. They 
have to know what they’re doing. 

And they do.”

For Nanci, it was just the latest 
appreciative effort she has made on 
behalf of the school that embraced 
her as a child, taught her skills that 
translated into a 35-year career as 
a clerk/typist and is still an integral 
part of her identity.

A member of the Class of 1973, 
Nanci is still involved with the 
Alumni Association, serving on 
the Alumni Board and Social 
Committee. She is active in the 
Philadelphia Regional Council 
of the Blind and is a member 
of the South Philadelphia Lions 
Club, where she serves on the 
Board of Directors and also does 
photography and videography for 
the Club.

In 2019, Nanci received OSB’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award

She also offers her photography 
skills generously to the school 
when needed – which is often. “I 
would do anything for Overbrook,” 
she said while sitting on one of the 
picturesque benches. “It’s such a 
great place. I love my school.”

Student School Districts

Adams County
Bradford Area
Lehighton Area

Berks County
Muhlenberg

Bucks County
Bristol Township

Camden County
Camden City

Chester County
Avon Grove
Coatesville Area
Great Valley
Phoenixville Area
Tredyffrin-Easttown
West Chester Area

Delaware County
Chester-Upland
Haverford Township
Interboro

Marple Newtown
Penn-Delco
Radnor Township
Rose Tree Media
Southeast Delco
Springfield
Upper Darby
Wallingford-Swarthmore
William Penn 

Lehigh County
East Penn

Mercer County
Ewing Township

Montgomery County
Boyertown Area
Abington
Cheltenham Township
Colonial
Hatboro-Horsham
Jenkintown

Lower Merion
Lower Moreland Township 
Norristown Area
North Penn
Perkiomen Valley
Pottsgrove
Pottstown
Springfield Township
Spring-Ford Area
Upper Dublin
Upper Merion Area
Upper Moreland Township
Upper Perkiomen
Wissahickon

Philadelphia County
Philadelphia School District

Philadelphia Charter 
Schools 
Achievement House  

Cyber Charter School

Mastery Charter School - 
Clymer Elementary

Mastery Charter School - 
Grover Cleveland 
Elementary

Mastery Charter School - 
Hardy Williams High

Mastery Charter School - 
Mann Campus

Mastery Charter School - 
Pastorius - Richardson 
Elementary School

Mastery Charter School - 
Smedley Elementary

Memphis Street Academy 
Charter School

Philadelphia Performing Arts 
Charter School

Universal Alcorn  
Charter School

Universal Institute  
Charter School
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Thank you for your generosity and commitment to our students. As a 
donor, you are an essential part of our mission to enhance the lives 
of students with blindness, visual impairment, and other challenges. 
This list includes donors who made a gift between July 2023 and 
June 2024. We have made every effort to ensure accuracy. Please 
accept our apologies for an incorrect listing or omission, and let us 
know about the error by emailing development@obs.org.

Supporters 
2023–2024
INDIVIDUALS
Robert & Rosita Abel
Sarah Addae
Richard Adelizzi
Carol & David Adelson
David & Carol Adelson Family 

Foundation
James & Susannah Adelson 

Family Foundation
Thomas Adelson
Adelson Family Legacy Fund
Persia Ali
Michael & Lisa Allodoli
Marit Anderson
Donald Andrews
Maria Angelopoulos
Debra Apruzzese
Pat & John Armstrong
Susan Asher
Elizabeth Bacanskas
Robert & Wendelyn Bailey
Stephen & Adrienne Bailey
Nancy Baron-Baer  

& Stephen Baer
Julie Barry
Melanie Basden-Taylor
Eileen Baughan
Lois Beamesderfer
Anita Beck
Mark Bedwell
Stanley & Janice Bell
Lou & Harriet Berneman
Curtis Biehn
Suzanne Biemiller  

& James R. MacRae
Lawson Bilhardt
Bo Birtwell
William Bishop

Cornelia Blackwell
Eudokia Blazakis
Larry & Betty Blickley
Aaron & Patricia  

Blumberg Foundation
John Bodalski
Trish Bonner
Richard Boothby
Jeanne Bouilland
Janelle Bowmer
Marguerite Bradley
F. Howard & Carolyn 

Braithwaite
Jacqueline & Jeffrey Brennan
Joseph & Marilyn Brennan
Leslie Broadbent
Joan Brookshire
Shannon Brown
Mark & Claire Brunken
Patty Bubar
Maria Buonadonna
Lindsey Burnham
Lorraine Busch
Sandy Cadwalader
Nancy Callan
Caplan Family Charitable 

Trust
Neal & Sherry Carrigan
Anita Carrington
Meredith & Michael Carter
Victoria Carty
Francis Casey
Crystal Casmirri
Oliver & Angela Chamberlain
Alisa Chen
Maryalice Cheney
Andy Cherry
Gavin Christensen

Colleen Christian  
& Courtland Schmidt

Ralph & Carol Clayman
Stephen & Eileen Cleaves
Amy Cohen
Arthur Cohen
David Cohen
Jenine Cohen & Elliot Miller
Ernie College
Harry Collier
Maureen Cometa
Ted & Erin Conway
Anca Copaescu
Christina Corkery
Gregory Cowhey
Michael & Jennifer Criscuolo
David & Shannon Cupchak
Cathy & Joseph D’Orazio
Louis & Jennifer Davis
Thomas DeBerardinis  

& Lisa Galante
Allison DeCaro
Edward & Jane DeHaven
Steven & Sara DeLair
Gail Detweiler
Lloyd Detwiler
James Devereaux
C. Patrick & Deborah Dibble
Cindy Dickey
Benjamin Diggs
Gregory Dob
Ryan Dolan
Colleen Donnelly
Joseph Donohue
Bill & Sue Doran
Lisa Doss
John & Beth Dougherty
Ken & Catherine Dow

Dianne Downey
Joseph Doyle
James & Maria Driscoll
Walter & Durrae Ducret
James Duffy
Suzanne Duffy
David & Mardi Durkin
Lisa Dustin
Raju Edamadaka  

& Harish R. Edamadaka
Connie Edwards  

& Nancy Moore
Kendall Edwards
Michael & Harriet Eisman
Elizabeth Epley
Deb & Carl Erdman
John & Lynette Fagnan
Albert & Emma Fala
Fran Fanelli
Betty Ann Fellner
Maryann B. Flack
James & Maureen Flick
Terrence & Rosemary Foley
June Foster
Chris Fralic
Jean Franczyk
Marsha & Eliot Freeman
William Furgiuele
Pearl Gailliard
Rob & Paula Gallant
Angela Garabedian
John & Karen Garrett
Frances Ann Garvey
Katie Gauthier
Simone Gavioli
Laura Geib
David & Noreen Geibel
Elizabeth Gemmill
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Steve Gendler
Frank & Renate Genieser
Walter & Esther Gerhard
Michael Giangiordano
Marquitha & Derrick Gilbert
Jennifer Gimbel & Ann Gimbel
Thomas & Anne Glenn
Georgia & Bryan Gobbett
Jon Gulardo
Mary Lynn Gullette
Ellen Gussman Adelson
Carol Habgood
Linda Habgood
Carol Hammarberg
Byron & Annette Hampton
William & Mary Hangley
Gail Harrity
Thomas & Holly Harrity
James Harte
Gregory & Michelle Hartel
Adelaide Hartung
Shane & Cathryn Haselbarth
Barbara Hauptfuhrer
Jack & Heather Herzig
Robert Hess
William Hitchcock
Billie Jean Hoff
Paul & Caroline Hoffer
Cheryl Holland  

& P. Douglas Quackenbush
Susan Holland
Rick & Ruth Horowitz
Al Howard
Keri Hoyt
Rita Hubbard
J. Freedley Hunsicker
Lucy Hunter
Elizabeth Hyde
Robert & Patty Isen
Dorothy James
Granville & Rosemary 

Jefferies
Eileen Jenkins
Albert & Michelle Johnson
Leonard & Andrea Johnson
Roger & Chrisy Jones
William J. Jordan
Jeff & Celia Joseph
Joseph & Dorothy Juliani
James & Therese Juliano
Mabel & Thomas Jurewicz
Margaret Kacergis
Ellen Kane
Anthony Karwowski
John Katzman
Darrell & Pamela Kay
Jacqueline Keenan
Jeanette Keenan
Robert Keith
James Kelley

Thomas Kent  
& Emmary Simpson

Victoria Kent
Joseph & Elfi Kerr
Stephen King
Jay & Bebe Kivitz
James Klaus
Michael Kopelman
Kathryn & Henry Kullman
Susan Kupersmith
David & Caroline Lacey
Maryanne Lachman
John Landis & Bonnie Berch
Avrum Lapin
Charles Lare
Jason & Pam LaRocco
Jay Laudenbach
Deborah Laverell
Stephen & Lee Law
Michelle Leahy
Martin & Veronica Lentz
Joan & Bruce Leslie
Richard & Rachel Lester
Kristen Leute
Catherine Levis
Robert & Sally Levy
Rochelle Levy
Susan Lichtman
Elaine & John Lisle
Leigh Lockwood
Frank & Cathleen Loeb
Frank Lombardo
Peter & Betsy Longstreth
Alice Loper & Mark Straubel
Armando Louro
John Luttenberger III
Lillimor Lutz
Timothy Macaulay
H.W. Jerome Maddox
Eugene Maginnis
Debbie Maine
Kayti Mangels
Stephanie Mangigian
Helene Marano
Anne Marble
Louis & Barbara Marchese
Francis & Rosemarie Marinelli
Amanda Marion
Ted & Beth Marks
Michael & Kristine Marsh
Marta & Robert Adelson  

Family Foundation
Marco & Kathleen Martinelli
Leon & Amy Jo Martz
Alan & Pamela Mason
James Massaquoi
Carolyn Mayer
Janine Mazzarelli
Diane & W. Jay McCarthy
Bernard McFadden

Ed & Janice McGinn
John & Rebecca McGlynn
John & Medea McGlynn
Pamela McGonigle  

& John Stevens
Jacqueline McGrath
James & Barbara McHale
Erik McHugh
Hugh & Kathleen McHugh
Howard McMorris
Anne McNally
Vincent & Sherry McVeigh
William & Terry Meecham
Kaushal Mehta
Neeta Mehta
Barbara Melby
Anthony Merendino
Richard Milbourne
Douglas & Nicole Miller
Michele & Allan Miller
Daniel Mines  

& Liza R. Somers
Andrea Miraglia
Varun Mishra
Sylvester Mobley
Mark & Cyndi Mollenkopf
Sanford Monaghan
Richard Moretto
James & Erica Murphy
James Murphy
Michael & Susan Murphy
Sourashish Nag
Safi & Katie Najdawi
Alison Nalle
Chris Nawalinski
Scott Nissenbaum
James & Carole Noone
Wesley & Mara O’Brien

David & Kristin O’Connor
Dennis O’Dea
Matthew Obenrader
Charles & Constance Onesti
Hayler & Judith Osborn
Rosemary Osborne
Michael & Karen Ossip
William Otto
Neil Oxman
Paul & Nancy Panepinto
Robb & Gina Parlanti
Michael Parzanese
Bob & Susan Peck
Joseph & Dana Pedrick
Thomas & Carol Perloff
Demetra Peters
Cynthia Pfleegor
Henry Phelan
Michael Phelan
Vincent Pierangeli
Liv Pinover
Jill & Wayne Pinover
Eugene Pisasale
Sharon Pomerantz  

& Howard Korey
Lee Powell
Harry & Sharon Prah
Jon & Kristen Pressman
Kevin & Deborah Kuhn
Lauren Quigley  

& Cayden Graef
Joselito & Purita Rabusa
Naresh Ramdas
Tom & Peggy Reavey
Mark Redlus
Thomas Rees  

& Josephine Madej
James & Carol Reeves
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Todd Reeves & Beth Ramella
Brian & Sarah Reyner
Egidio & Palma Ricci
Scott Richelson
Charles Robins
Julia Rodgers
Patricia Rogers
Sidney & Ruth Rosenblatt
Rosenthal Family Fund
Pat Rubins
Michael & Donna Russo
Keith Samarco & Erin Ryan
Joseph & Gloria Sassani
Sandra Saunders
Joseph Savickas
Samir Saxena
Janine Scaff
Michael & Mary Ellen  

Schattman
Edward & Carol Schmitt
Catherine Schneck
Greg & Grace Schott
G. Lee & Richard Schultz
Henry Schwartz
Suzanne Seckinger
Christopher Seeds
James & Margaret Shaffer
Patricia Sheaffer
Damaris & Eric Schaeflein
Marjorie Shiekman
Sidney Shusterman
Lauri Siegel
Lyle & Fran Sine
Marc Singer
Ellen Sisle
Angie Smith
Kimberly Smith
Stephen Smith
Thomas & Carolyn Smith
Wendy Smith
Walter & Robin Sommers
Thomas Souders
Richard & Claudia Spinogatti
Judith Spitz

Richard & Cathy Spoerl
Vasanthi Srinivasan
Cary & Marisela Staller
Anne & Baird Standish
James & Kathleen Staudt
Margaret Steele
Marjorie Stein & Larry Fine
John Stevens
Jack Stoddard
Andrew & Lucyna Sumner
Edith Sumner
Nanci Sumner
Norman Sumner
Rebecca Sumner
Scott & Susan Sumner
Anthony & Carol Swartz
Thomas & Clare Sweeney
Thomas L. Sheaffer  

Revocable Trust
Stan Trzaska
George & Niki Tsetsekos
James & Bonnie Van Alen
Joseph & Helene Van Bernum
Van Beuren Charitable  

Foundation
Chris & Lee Van de Velde
Nancy Vanorman
Matthew & Susan Vaughan
Jean Visser
Margaret Vitalie
Dominick Wallace
Valerie Walton-Singer  

& Ronald Singer
William & Abbie Lee Warden
Ted & Marcia Wasserman
Deborah Weiss
Margaret Werner
Dennis & Nancy Werth
Joan & George Whartnaby
Warwick & Mollie Wheeler
Andrea Williams
Angelia Williams
Christine Williams
Enoch & Vivian Williams

Robert Wilson
Jaelyn Wingard
Ronald & Rosemary  

Winterbottom
Mayer Wolf
Melvyn Wolf
Patrick Wolodzko
Tracy Wood
John & Sally Yates
Angela Zager
Jeffrey Zamrin
Wayne Zukin

COMMUNITY 
SUPPORTERS
Access Special Education 

Services LLC
Alera Group Inc.
Allen’s Iron Works
Alumni Association of the 

Overbrook School  
for the Blind

Always Best Care
Blackbaud Giving Fund
BLBB Charitable
El Elyon Church of  

the Most High God
Elizabeth Roe Dunning Club
Fairmount Partners LP
Fox Rothschild LLP
Friends of the Danbury Library
JD Construction, Inc.
Jewish Federation  

of Greater Philadelphia
Laredo Mechanical LLC
Molana Hair Design
Nevilaires Chorus of the Blind
Nimbl Consulting LLC
Our Lady of Lourdes Church
Over 50 Club
Patriot Financial Partners
RSM US LLP
S&T Bank

Schweitzer Engineering  
Laboratories, Inc.

SEI Investments Company
The Cherry Foundation
The Philadelphia Regional 

Chapter PA Council  
of the Blind

TriState
United Way of Midland County
Universal Display Corporation
Taddeo’s Greenhouse, Inc.
The Bakalov Charitable Fund
Vesta Insurance
Wissahickon Garden Club
Yentis Foundation

LIONS CLUBS
Aston Township Lioness Club
Aston Township Lions Club
Bensalem Lions Club
Brigantine Lions Club  

Charitable Foundation Inc.
Doylestown Lions Club
Langhorne Lions Club
Lions Club of Quakertown
Perkasie Lions Club
Philadelphia Law  

Enforcement Lions Club
South Philadelphia Lions Club
Springfield Lions Club
Wills Eye Hospital Lions Club

UNITED WAY
United Way of Camden 

County
United Way of Greater  

Philadelphia & Southern 
New Jersey

United Way of Midland County
United Way of Southwestern  

Pennsylvania

FOUNDATIONS
Connelly Foundation
Genuardi Family Foundation
Gordon Charter Foundation
Greek Orthodox Ladies 

Philoptochos Society  
of St. Luke’s

McLean Contributionship
Pledgeling Foundation
Priolo Family Foundation
Susquehanna Foundation
Ware Bluegrass  

Foundation Inc.

IIN MEMORY OF
Frank & Rose Adduci
Trish Bonner

Adele Adduci
Trish Bonner
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Sophia Hannah Agatone
Kevin Agatone & Judy Shaw

Barbara Berkowitz
Jewish Federation of  

Greater Philadelphia

Gloria A. Bouilland
Jeanne A. Bouilland

John Bouilland
Jeanne A. Bouilland

Owen Cappella
Carol Habgood
Linda Habgood

Kathleen “Sis” Carbo
Doris Armbruster
Ken & Catherine Dow
Sandra Dunigan
Granville L. Jefferies
Jill Katz
Susan Kupersmith
Nicholas Mathison
James & Margaret Shaffer
Patricia Sheaffer
Ronald & Rosemary  

Winterbottom

Tony Carlino
Trish Bonner

Dolores Coombs
Alumni Association of the 

Overbrook School for  
the Blind

Adelaide Hartung

Ellen Dougherty
John & Beth Dougherty

Anna Marie Edwards
Trish Bonner

Christopher Flack
Maryann B. Flack

Richard Fidler
Alumni Association of  

the Overbrook School  
for the Blind

Sally Ford
Heather Davidson

Peggy Garrett
William J. D. Jordan

Mark “Buddy” Goff
Alumni Association of the 

Overbrook School for  
the Blind

Charles R. Hoff, Sr.
Billie Jean Hoff
Kimberly M. Smith

Dr. Alice Honig
Patricia Rubins

Jeanne Keevil
Peter Essick

Samuel Kessler
Marsha Freeman

Mary V. Kester
Lisa Doss
John & Lynette Fagnan
Stephanie Mangigian
Merck Foundation
The Over 50 Club
Matthew & Susan Vaughan

Matthew J. Koch
Kevin & Heidi Koch

Dolores M. Lare
Charles Lare

Anne Marie Smith Lehn
Trish Bonner
Angela Smith

Nicholas Lentz
Sarah Addae
David Adelson

David and Carol Adelson  
Family Foundation

Thomas Adelson
Adelson Family Legacy Fund
Andrea Alexanian
Robert Alig
Debra Apruzzese
John Armstrong
Katrina Armstrong
Susan Asher
Elizabeth Bacanskas
Stephen Bailey
Scott Barsky
Eileen Baughan
Anita Beck
Lou Berneman
Suzanne Biemiller  

& James R. MacRae
William Bishop
Amy Branch
Leslie Broadbent
Lindsey Burnham
Evan Cannon
Gail Cataldi
Maryalice Cheney
Andy Cherry
Anne Choate
Gavin Christensen
Colleen Christian  

& Courtland Schmidt
Ralph Clayman  

& Carol A. Clayman
Amy Cohen
David Cohen
Ted Conway
Anca Copaescu
Gregory Cowhey
Jennifer Curry
Louis Davis
Stephen Davis
Allison DeCaro
Cindy Dickey
Bill Doran
Dianne Downey
Suzanne Duffy
Lisa Dustin
Michael Eisman
Elizabeth Epley
Carl Erdman
Fairmount Partners LP
Betty Ann Fellner
Julia Fink
Terrence Foley
Christina Fournaris
Chris Fralic
G-Squared Partners LLC
Frances Ann Garvey
Katie Gauthier
Steve Gendler
Walter Gerhard

Ruchira Glaser
Georgia Gobbett  

& Bryan Gobbett
Ellen Gussman Adelson
Gail Harrity
Thomas Harrity
Jake Hedrick
Kathie Hedrick
Robert Hess
Karen Hicks
Kyle Hicks
Cheryl Holland  

& P. Douglas Quackenbush
Keri Hoyt
Elizabeth Hyde
Robert Isen
Rod Johnson
Frances Jones
Roger Jones
Thomas Jurewicz
Margaret Kacergis
John Katzman
Richard Katzman
Jason Kellerman
Daniel Killinger
James Klaus
Michael Kopelman
Surya Korn
David Lacey
John Landis & Bonnie Berch
Jason LaRocco
Charlie Lee
Martin Lentz
Richard Lester
Kirsten Leute
Alexander Lin
Devorah Lissek
Peter Longstreth
H.W. Jerome Maddox
Eugene Maginnis
Debbie Maine
Cathleen Maloney
Kayti Mangels
Helene Marano
Amanda Marion
Ted Marks
Marta and Robert Adelson 

Family Foundation
Ben Mass
James Massaquoi
Gary Maynard
Janine Mazzarelli
Joseph McLaughlin
Anne McNally
Neeta Mehta
Barbara Melby
Daniel Mines  

& Liza R. Somers
Sylvester Mobley
Mark Mollenkopf
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Sanford Monaghan
Joel Morse
Alison Nalle
Chris Nawalinski
Nimbl Consulting LLC
Scott Nissenbaum
Jean O’Brien Visser
David O’Connor
Matthew Obenrader
Shawn ONeil
Rosemary Osborne
Starr Osborne
John Owens
Neil Oxman
Therese Pagano
Bob Peck
Michael Phelan
Liv Pinover
Wayne Pinover
Natalie Plachter
Mindy Posoff
Sharon Prah & Harry Prah
Bonnie Pugh
Sushma Rajagopalan
Naresh Ramdas
Tom Reavey
Mark Redlus
Carol Reeder
Scott Richelson
Charles Robins
Rosenthal Family Fund
Jean Sachs
Todd Sandler
Carmen Scarpa
Greg Schott
Henry Schwartz
SEI Investments Company
Alex Seldin
Stefanie Seldin
Scott Setrakian
Marjorie Shiekman
Ryan Sholes
Marc Singer
Ellen Sisle
Cynthia Skinner
Walter Sommers
Judith Spitz
Laurel Stack
Baird Standish
Margaret Steele
Howard Steinberg
Jack Stoddard
Peter Struck-Dohrmann
SWaN & Legend  

Venture Partners
The Bakalov Charitable Fund
The Levitties Foundation
The Robinson Family
Stuart Treitel
Gail Trimble

Van Beuren Charitable  
Foundation

Matthew Vaughan
Robert Victor
Dominick Wallace
Mark Weinstein
Margaret Werner
Dennis Werth
Christine Williams
Jaelyn Wingard
Wissahickon Garden Club
Dana Zimmer
Wayne Zukin

Thomas Lutz
Lillimor C. Lutz

Ralph Marino
Michele Miller

Florence Markowicz
Ted & Marcia Wasserman

Brian McCann
Andrea Miraglia

Janice McFadden
Bernard J. McFadden

Roseann McLaughlin
Richard D. Moretto

Nora Gasim Mohamed
Aayda Mohamed

Helen Moyer
Harry Collier

Marietta Moyer
Harry Collier

M. Christine Murphy
William & Mary Hangley
Katie and Hank Kullman
Adam Wetzel  

& Kelly McGonagle
Chris Wetzel  

& Nicole Olinchak
Wendy Smith

William Newman
Alumni Association of the 

Overbrook School for  
the Blind

John Luttenberger III

Donna Rebecca Parmet
Annmarie Cantrell
Marilyn Golden
Rosa LoSardo
Terri Watson

Bill Schneck
Trish Bonner
Maryann B. Flack
Armando Louro
Jean Visser

Robert Vetra
Steven & Sara DeLair

IN HONOR OF
Jackie Brennan
Joseph & Helene Van Bernum
Vincent & Sherry McVeigh

Alvaro Delgado
Schweitzer Engineering  

Laboratories, Inc.

Ronan Donahue
James & Carole Noone

Aeryn Eisner
Deborah Weiss

Benjamin Fagioli
James & Maureen Flick
Gregory & Michelle Hartel

Thomas Geibel
David & Noreen Geibel

Rebecca Ilniski
Cynthia S. Pfleegor
Leon & Amy Jo Martz

Aarav Jain
Aarav Jain

Linda Jean-Baptiste
Maryanne Lachman

Jessica Kay
Darrell & Pamela Kay

Abigail Kreszl
Persia Ali
Patty Bubar
Rebecca Goslee
Catherine Levis
Tracy Shore

Deborah Laverell
Nancy Vanorman

Sean Madden
Lillimor C. Lutz

JJ McGlynn
John & Medea McGlynn

Ashley Merendino
Anthony Merendino

Justin Morrisey
Billie Jean Hoff

Haley Murphy
Alera Group Inc.
Amperiprise Financial
Lauren Andrews
Baker Tilly
Trish Bonner
Joseph D. Boyle
Sue Brennan
Brown Brothers Harriman
Judy Cardona

Centri Business Consulting
Cloverlay Partners
Christina Corkery
Corporate Valuation Advisors
Cozen O’Connor
David & Shannon Cupchak
Elizabeth Donohue
Joseph Donohue
Joe Donohue
Arlene Edwards
Eliassen Group
Erika Muto Real Estate
Daniel Falcione
Roberto Falso
Firstrust Bank
Fox Rothschild LLP
Sydney Frankel
Robert Gallagher
James Harte
Health Union, LLC
Herman Goldner Co.
JP Morgan Private Bank
JP Morgan Chase & Co
Donna Jefford
Sarah Krimm
Siobhan Leonard
Lockton
M&T Bank
Marcum
Michael Milligan
Jean Marie Moore
Richard Morris
Denise Murphy
James Murphy
James & Erica Murphy
Kelly Murphy
Kelli Page
Patriot Financial Partners
Joe Pellerite
Cathy Pierce
Barbara Platchek
Justin Platchek
Logan Platchek
Rhonda Platchek
Patty Ritchie
RSM US LLP
S&T Bank
Elizabeth Samarco
Keith Samarco
Kenneth Samarco
Micki Samarco
Damaris Shiavi Schaeflein
Beth Schernecke
Susan Schmeltzer
Steve Smith
Laura Todd
Joesphine Udo-Utun
Gabrielle Wolf
Darreth Zeccardi

OSB 2023–2024 ANNUAL REPORT   11



Mr. Pat
Albert & Emma Fala

Robb Parlanti
BLBB Charitable

Irene Richardson
Richard E. Milbourne Jr.

Amy Rubins
Michael & Mary Ellen  

Schattman

Meghan Smith
Andrea Miraglia

Natarajan Srinivasan
Vasanthi Srinivasan

Marjorie Stein
Michael & Karen Ossip

Nanci Sumner
Michael Giangiordano
Shane & Cathryn Haselbarth
Alan & Pamela Mason

Connie Edwards  
& Nancy Moore

Sidney Shusterman
Thomas Kent  

& Emmary Simpson
Andrew & Lucyna Sumner
Norman Sumner
Scott & Susan Sumner

IN CELEBRATION OF
Eva Dougherty
John & Beth Dougherty
James P. & Maria Driscoll Sr.

Mary Kuczynski
Margaret Vitalie

Mackenzie LaRocca’s  
Birthday

Megan Stotz

GIFTS TO THE SCHOOL 
Overbrook School for the Blind is a private, non-profit 
educational organization that qualifies for tax-exempt 
contributions. There are many ways for individuals, 
families, foundations, and corporations to support the 
School and its programs, including:

Check: Please make your check payable to Overbrook 
School for the Blind and mail to the address below.

Credit card: Please visit our website at www.obs.org  
and click “MAKE A GIFT” to use our secure online 
donation form to make a one-time gift or set up a 
recurring monthly gift with your credit card.

United Way: Overbrook is a partner with United Way. 
Our agency number is 00816.

Donor-Advised Fund: Donor-advised funds (DAFs) 
are easily established and offer donors the ability to 
have more flexibility in reducing taxable income and 
directing charitable contributions. Donors may make 
a gift from their DAF by designating Overbrook as a 
beneficiary to receive all or a portion of your DAF, or by 
making a grant recommendation for the current year.

IRA Charitable Transfer: If you are 70 ½ years or 
older, you are eligible to make a gift of any amount up 
to $100,000 annually, directly from your IRA. While 
there is no charitable deduction, these gifts qualify for 
your required minimum distribution (RMD) and do not 
count as income for federal income tax purposes. 

Securities and Wire Transfer: Please contact the 
Development Office for broker and wire transfer 
information.

Planned Giving: Overbrook accepts outright bequests 
and other types of estate gifts. For further information, 
please visit the “PLANNED GIVING” SECTION of our 
website.

For complete information about supporting the school 
please consult the “GET INVOLVED” section of our 
website at www.obs.org or contact:

Development Office, Overbrook School for the Blind
6333 Malvern Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19151
Tel: 215.877.0313, ext. 264
Email: development@obs.org
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2023–2024 FINANCIAL REVIEW
OPERATING REVENUES
State & Local Tuition $23,007,110

Government & Grants 1,494,995

Gifts & Private Support 4,816,804

Other Income 563,802

TOTAL $29,882,711

OPERATING EXPENSES
Early Intervention $1,110,699

Preschool 6,730,597

School Age 21,629,994

International Outreach 411,420

TOTAL $29,882,711

2023–2024  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
President
Lyle T. Sine
Vice Presidents
Colleen Christian
Edward McGinn Jr.
Sid Rosenblatt
Treasurer
James J. Murphy
Secretary
Jacqueline M. Keenan
Alumni Representative
Donna Brown
Parent Representative
Medea McGlynn
Members
Nancy Baron-Baer
Elizabeth Smith Campana
Meredith L. Carter
John P. Dougherty
Michael D. Finelli
Roberta E. Gausas
Marquitha K. Gilbert
Dan Mahoney
Anne Marble
Diane McCarthy
Thomas D. Rees
Mark A. Rioboli
Marjorie G. Stein
Warwick S. Wheeler



You Make Our World Better!
Your support, your generosity  
and your commitment to the 
Overbrook community help  

change the lives of students with 
vision loss and other challenges.

Thank You!

OverbrookSchool 
fortheBlind
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