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Visual Acuity and Eye Charts 

Vision and more specifically, distance vision is commonly tested with a chart. Normal distance vision -  acuity, can be 
effectively tested providing there is nothing wrong with the eye, pathways to the brain or the brain itself. Individuals are 
normally tested with a chart that has letters. The chart is positioned at a set distance, the individual covers one eye at a 
time and reads the letters seen, in the sequence advised by the doctor or technician. Most people are familiar with the 
Snellen Chart – the one with the big “E”. 

 

The visual acuity,  20/20,  is often used as the baseline for normal vision but 20/15 is within the normal range. A 
functional way to understand what 20/20 means is to say what a person with “normal” vision can see at 20 feet, the 
individual being tested can see the same at 20 feet. If an individual’s vision is tested to be 20/80, that means what a 
person with normal vision can see at 80 feet, the tested individual can see it at 20 feet, thus this individual would not 
see as far.  

Individuals with visual impairment, that is, who have something wrong with the eye or the pathways to the brain, 
require testing with specifically designed charts. Individuals with low vision need charts that have more rows of larger 
letters and letters that change size in different increments like the one below.  
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Eye Charts for Individuals with Low Vision 

Some charts have letters, numbers, shapes or even lines. Each chart is viewed at the specified distance but the distance 
may be altered if an individual cannot see it at the distance designated. The distance calculations may be in feet, like 20 
feet or meters, like 4 meters. So a students distance vision notations will vary depending on the distance and chart used.   

                                         

                  

EDTRS Chart 

Feinbloom 
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Students who are seen in the Low Vision Clinic at Overbrook, would most likely be tested on any of the charts above.  
Students who either do not know their letters or numbers may still be tested using the charts with shapes by naming the 
shapes or even matching the shapes seen on a smaller chart in front of them like this one: 

   

 

For the students who are unable to name or match shapes, a chart with lines of decreasing size can be used. The student 
views a card with lines on one side and nothing on the other. The student is asked to point/touch the lines. If the 
student is unable to say or touch the area where the lines are seen, the direction of the students eye gaze is observed 
and noted.  

Teller Acuity 
Card Lea Symbol Chart 



 

Overbrook School for the Blind, 6333 Malvern Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19151  215-877-0313 www.obs.org 

                     





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Visual Acuity and Eye Charts.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 1







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Failed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



